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UMTED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION VBI 
999 i8th STREET .. SUITE 600 

' DENVER, COLORADO 80202-2405 
'.FY : ** 

Ref: BHWM-FF 

Mr. Frazer Lockhart 
U.S. h3partrnent of Ensrgy 
Rocky F l a t s  Office 
P.O. Box 928 
Golden, CO 80402-0928 

bear Mr. Lockhart: , 

J ~ n e  18, 1991 

T h i s  letter i s  in respanee t o  Mr. Tom Olaen'6 (DOE) and Mr- 
Jim Koffer's (EGbrG) request t o  EPA and CDH for guidance on t h e  
dispacitian of contaminated soils disturbed during constructlon 
a c t i v i t h s .  Specifically, guidance wa8 first, sought on 
dhpoeition of  contaminated sail8 disturbed during rout ine 
facility construction activities such as inetallatAon of pipes or 
u t i l i t i e s ,  where such a c t i v i t i e s  occur I n  and around ;Lndivfdual 
hazardous substance sites and second, disposition of toluene 
contaminated so i ls  associated w i t h  t h e  implementation of  the 881 
Hillside IM/IRA. 

The following i s  a summary of t h e  *Icontaincd in" policy 
which applies to the above projects. 
(ground water and eoilel, contaminated w i t h  listed hazardous 
Va&te i s  sublect to  RCXA and t h  Colorado Haaardous Waste A c t  
f CHWA), including land disposal reetrictions. "Contains" fe 
interpteted to mean the presence of hazardous Wastes at Iclvds 
t h a t  pose a health r i 6 k  greater than 10'6 carcinogenic risk or 
that exceed Rfd levels  assuming direct expo6ure. 

Therefore, specific to ongoing construction activities a t  
the Rocky Flats P l a n t ,  the following items must be addressed. 
S o i l s  disturbed during construction sct iv i t ies  rnuot undergo a 
hazardous waste determination. Samples representatlvs of t h e  
s o i l  w i t h i n  the entire construction area must be collected for 
analysis prior to construction. If l i s t e d  hazardous waste I S  
present, DOE has  the option of either managing the media or 
hazardous waste, or evaluating the contaminant levels in terms of 
a direct exposure r i s k  ercenario. 
procedures and risk assessments must be completed in a manner 
Consistent with the Interagency Agreement (IAG) requirements- 
Sampling plans and subsequent evaluations must be submitted to 
EPA and CDH for approval, prior to construction. 

If a n a l y s i s  of representative samples shows that the 
contaminated medium does not pose an unacceptable risk, t h e  
medium is not considered to 
and P a r t  2 6 4  and land disposal restriction requirements do not 
apply. However, if the risk as~essrnent analysis shows that 
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hazardous waste is present in concentrations above health based 
standards, t h e n  b o t h  t h e  media and any associate6 hazardous waste 
generated are,subject to full RCRA and CtiWh regulation including 
thu land disp'6sal restrictions. Additionally, RCRA correct ive  
action and CERCLA remedial action requirements are apgllcable. 

If the media is determined not t o  be hazardous waste, but Is  
cORtaminated w i t h  hazardous constituents or radionuclides, t h e  
media f s  subject to RCRA corrective action requirements, CERCLA 
remedial requirements, and pO86ibly, regulation as s o l i d  waste 
and O t h e r  appropriate standards determined under t h e  IAG and 
approvftd by EPA and CDB. 

Noreon Matsuura (331-4920) at CDB if you have any L u r t h e r  
question6 regarding this matter .  

Please contact Patricia'corbatta (294-1071 1 at EPA, or 

Sincerely, 

Martin Hestmark, Manager 
Rocky Flat6  Project 
Environmental Protection Agency 

Gary W. Baughmag Unit Leader 
Hazardous Waste Facilities 
Colorado Department of B8alth 

C C :  Peter Ornstcin, EPA 
Patricia Coxbetta, EPA 
Daniel 6 .  Miller, AGO 
Barbara Barry, RFPU 
Torn Olsen, DOE 
Jim Xoffer, EG6G 
Steve HcMillan, EGCG 
Noraen Matsuura, CDH 
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